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@ Big truck stop in front of the 


Jeepers)” sald one of them. "That 


see Papa Beor standing there. He wos 
tinning from ear fo ear. 

"lumber?" sold one of the twins. 
‘Goth, Papa, don't tell me you're geing 
to start another one of those do-i-yoursalt 
projects’ 

“I certainly am," sold Popa Beor 
proudly, as he stepped info the yard to 
watch the men unloading the lumber. "This 
is going to be my bigges! project yet. I'm 
going to build a boatt" 

‘A boat!" gasped one 
josh, Papa, can we help?" 
Popa Bear patied him on the head 
fondly. "Sorry, little man, but I'm afroid 
note You boys don't know anything ot all 
‘about boats. You'll just have to leave it all 
in Popa’s hands, 

"Oh, well,” said the twins, “We'll just 

Papa starts puting the boat to- 
rt sure to change his mind.” 

The next-day they were up bright and 
eorly ready to do anything they could. 
Papa Bear Was already busy building the 
boat frame. Quickly, the twins picked up 
long piece of lumber'and began to carry. 
B toward their father. They should have 
been a bit more coreful because one end 


of the board caught poor Popa in the mid- 
dle cod left him gasping for cir, 

‘Gosh, Papa," said one of the kids. 
“We only wanted to help." 

Best way you two con help me is fo 
stay out of the way,'' grumbled Fapa Bear 
5 soon as he could catch his breath, "You 
kids don’t know anything at all ‘about 
beats, Now, just stand ezide and let me 
work. 

Sedlly, they stood there watching Papa 
Bear building the boot. All day long he 
hammered and sawed ond measured, but 
every time the kids wanted to help he just 
shooed them away. 
~ "what © pal," sold one twin to the 
other. "Papa's a real kill-oy! He's not let- 
fing us have any fun ot all 

"this ita erisie"” acid the aiher twin. 
“It's bad for children to be frustrated, 
We've, gat to do somethiral | know what 

We'll build @ boat of our ownl Come on, 
we'll get the lumbe: 

As they hurtied out of the yerd, Papa 
Bear chuckled. ‘‘Just wait till those kids 
find out how expensive lumber fs! Ho, hal” 

But half an hour Ioter the kids came 
troing back fo the yard carrying a larg 
packing case. 

"The manger of the supermarket gave 
it fo us,"" grinned one of the twins. "And 
he's got plenty more where that came 
from." 

Within on hour the yard was filled with 
erates, boxes and cases of all sizes and 


ye got fo hand it to you kids," sold 


Popa, But surely you don't expect to build 
‘a boat of that junk?" 
"Oh yes, we will,” soid the kids stub- 
bornly. "You jst wateh us, Popa.” 
Papa Bear smiled to himself as tho kis 
began to saw and hammer away! At least 
kept the twins out of his hoir while he did 
the recily important work on his boat. 
yy the next day Popa had his boa! all 
finished ond mounted on rollers. All he had 
todo was push ii down the hill toward the 


ever to check on 


"Good grief," said Papo Bear. "You 
call that @ boat? You've go! that wood 
sloped together every which way! Why, 
it looks like @ big rafl” 

The boys were just nailing up the mast 
of their oat—it war on. old broom 

Now look, boys,"’ sold Papa Bear, 
‘What you need is some advice from an 
expert boatbuilder, namely me 

The kids just smiled politely and said, 

‘No, thank you, Papa. This boat is our pro- 
ject! You wouldn't let ushelp you, so we'll 
{ust finish this boat ourselves." 

Papa Bear grinned as he walked away. 
“Spunky kids!" he thought. “Oh, well, 
they're beter off learning by making helt 
‘own mistokes.”” 


to the loke ond launched it. Then, os the 
boys watched, hauled out a big 
chain and fastened the boat to the dock. 
He turned to the boys and smiled, "That 
fo prevent ony pesky kids from 
sneoking a ride on my boat," he said, 
The boys knew just who he meant. 
“That's all right, Papa,"’ said one of them, 
“We know when We're not wanted. Any: 
‘way, we're going to launch our own boat 


ile while later that Papa Bear 
saw the boys launching their homemade 
raft. With an old hammock neiled to the 
broomstick for a sail, they were heading 
‘across the lake. 

“Think they're preity smart,” chuckled 
Popa Beer. "Well, I'l show them what 
real boat looks.Ike.”” 

He hurried down to thedock and 


hopped into his new boat. 

Everything worked perfectly. With a 
turn of the key the motor started and the 
boot took effl 

But Papa had forgotten to unchain 1 
boot from the dock! And when that boat 
‘came fo the end of the choin ... WHAM! 

The stern come off, but the rast of the 
boot kept going. For about fifty f 
is! Then Popa Bear's boat sank to the bot~ 
tom, 

The boys turned their raft eround ond 
helped Popo Bear out of the water. 
bad," said one of them, “ond it was such 
@ pretty boat, to. Made by en expert, 
they tell me. 


Fopa groaned. "'I guess I'll have to start 


from scratch." 
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Papa Bear grinned in spite of himself, 
“Boys, you're hired!” he said, 
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